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Vision Times Staff

With the withdrawal of U.S.
troops from Afghanistan, the Taliban
took over the country's major cities
with astonishing speed and little
resistance. They took over the capital
on August 15. After 20 years of the
U.S. fighting terrorism, how will
the Taliban's comeback affect the

evolution of the world landscape?

Vice President Shalay leads
resistance

Afghan President Ashraf Ghani
has fled the country amid a Taliban
offensive, while First Vice President
Amrullah Saleh is holding down the
fort in Afghanistan. Saleh said that
according to the Afghan constitution,
the first vice president becomes the
caretaker president in the event
of the president's absence, escape,
resignation, or death.

Shalay led a retreat to the
Panjshir Valley, the last stronghold of
the Afghan government forces hidden
in the Hindu Kush mountains,
northeast of Kabul. It is reported
that government forces have now
recaptured Charikar from the
Taliban, the capital of the country's
eastern province of Parwan. Charikar
is only 69 kilometers from Kabul and
is strategically important as it is the
main point of connection between the
capital and Mazar-I-Sharif, the largest
city in the north.

The U.S., Britain, and China
have their own stances

As the political situation in
Afghanistan turns upside down, the
U.S., China, Russia, Germany, and
other major world powers have been in
contact with the Afghan Taliban. U.S.
President Joe Biden says he is ready to
rally the international community around
human rights issues in Afghanistan, but
an internal conflict in another country
is no reason for the U.S. to "enter
the third decade of war." Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Hua
Chunying said China is willing to play
a constructive role in the "peace and
reconstruction of Afghanistan”” British
Prime Minister John Johnson said
he "does not want any country [to]
recognize the Taliban on a bilateral
level” The Chinese side said it "respects
the right of the Afghan people to decide

their own destiny and future."
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Taliban used to be in
power for five years

The Taliban emerged in 1994 and
took power in Afghanistan in 1996,
after the world-shaking 9/11 terrorist
attacks in 2001 when the Taliban
was accused of harboring Osama bin
Laden. The U.S. and its allies launched
a war in Afghanistan in the same year
to overthrow the Taliban regime. The
Taliban ruled Afghanistan during its
former era of power with harsh Islamic
law, such as massacres of opponents,
terrorist attacks, oppression of women,
violent punishments, cultural atrocities,
and the bombing of the Buddhas of
Bamiyan.

Afghan female director
writes a plea for help

On August 15, the Taliban took
control of all border crossings in
Afghanistan and entered the presidential
palace. After regaining control on August
17, the Taliban issued a public statement
saying they would not retaliate against
anyone. But on August 18, Taliban
members opened fire on people at a
rally in Nangarhar province, killing and
wounding them.

Return of Taliban and Power
E Change in Afghanistan
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€

A 36-year-old Afghan movie
director, Sahraa Karimi, wrote a letter
to the world asking for help. Karimi
told the world that in the past few
weeks, the Taliban have slaughtered
people, kidnapped children, and killed
prominent figures. Taliban atrocities
have displaced thousands of families
and looting is a common occurrence in
refugee camps in Kabul.

How did the security
forces collapse so quickly?

The Taliban counter-offensive was
expected, but it was more rapid than
expected. Experts have asked a key
question: how did the Afghan security
forces collapse so quickly?

Seth Jones, vice president of the
International Security Program at the
Center for Strategic and International
Studies, a Washington think tank, shared
information from sources in Kabul and
Afghanistan. They said Afghan security
forces knew the Americans were pulling
out and that the Americans made it
clear the U.S. would not provide combat
support while the Afghan government
faced the Taliban. Jones also stated that
the Afghan security forces know that
the Taliban are backed by China, Russia,
Pakistan, and Iran—Xmost of the major

IR ER

'I'¢I

countries in the region except for India.
Morale is low. China's relationship with
the Taliban is one of the major factors in
the collapse of the Afghan security forces.
The regional government, including
China, has now accepted the Taliban.

Whose hands have
U.S. armament fallen into?

On August 17, U.S. national
security adviser John Sullivan said that
a "significant amount" of U.S. military
equipment provided to the Afghan
National Security Forces had fallen
into the hands of Taliban militants. The
Taliban also released photos of U.S.-
supplied Blackhawk military helicopters
at Kandahar International Airport.
Sullivan said that those Blackhawks were
not given to the Taliban; they were given
to the Afghan National Security Forces
for self-defense.

Hong Kong industrialist Yuan
Bowie said the Chinese Communist
Party bought several Black Hawk
helicopters in the early years, but after
June 4, the U.S. sanctioned the Chinese
Communist Party and stopped selling
Black Hawks and parts to the Chinese
Communist Party. The Taliban, of course,
will sell them to the Chinese," he said.
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Li Shizhen, praised
as "Medical Saint" by later
generations, lived in the Ming
Dynasty of China in the 16th
century. Li was a pioneer for
verification and examination
in the late Ming and early
Qing dynasties. It took him
nearly 40 years to compile a
pharmacopoeia "Compendium
of Materia Medica", which
became a masterpiece in the
history of Chinese medicine.
However, many people may
not know that he failed three
times in the Empire exam for
provincial graduates called
Juren.

Li was born in a family
with three generations of
doctors. But at that time, the
folk doctors were looked down
upon by the higher-class gentry.
Therefore, Li’s father hoped
that his second son, Li Shizhen,
would study hard, gain fame,
and stand out. However, Li
had an upright character, and
couldn't learn those empty and
boring eight-part essays. After
failing the Juren exam three
times, he decided to follow his
own interests and concentrate
on studying medicine.

Although Li failed the
Juren, he liked to read books,
including famous historical,
geographical and literary
works. During his medical
practice, Li discovered that
the pharmacopoeia "Materia

Medica" written by predecessors
was not completely reliable.
Some drugs were not clearly
classified, inaccurate, or even
wrong. Medicine is a major
part of people's health and
even lives. Li realized that
he had the responsibility to
compile a new pharmacopoeia.
In 1522, 35-year-old Li
began to concentrate on the
Compendium of Materia
Medica.

Li Shizhen traveled tens
of thousands of miles over the
major mountains and rivers
south of the Yangtze River.
He finally figured out the
problems with many drugs. At
the same time, he also referred
to many books. In 1548, after
three revisions, he finally
finished the Compendium of
Materia Medica at the age of
61. Later, Li’s students, sons,
and grandsons helped make
the Compendium of Materia
Medica more complete and
exquisite. The book had about
1.9 million words and 52
volumes. It recorded 1,892 old
medicines, 374 new medicines,
more than 10,000 prescriptions,

((ZKE"FN BY (Wiki/CC BY-SA 4.0)

Materia Medica"
only a masterpiece of
pharmacology, but also an
ancient encyclopedia in China.
This book benefits the people

and more than 1,000 pictures.
It became an unprecedented
masterpiece of Chinese
pharmacology. It corrected
many predecessors’ mistakes
and made great achievements
in many aspects such as animal
and plant taxonomy.
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In addition, this book

also recorded a series of
chemical reactions of pure
metals, metals, metal chlorides,
and sulfides early on in the
chemistry field. It also noted
some chemical reaction
methods used in modern
chemistry such as distillation,
crystallization, sublimation,
precipitation, and drying.

"Compendium of
is not

and prolongs their lives, and
has been translated into many
languages around the world. It
is a great national treasure of
China.

link souce: https://www.

nspirement.com/2021/02/02/
medical-saint-li-shizhen-
part-1.html
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Heavens roar! Warned not to commit wicked deeds

During the reign of
Guangxu of the Qing Dynasty,
there were two brothers, Shen Da
and Shen Er, in Yangshe Village,
Jiangsu Province. Both were
farmers. Shen Da had two sons
and Shen Er had one son. Shen
Er’s wife, who was named Yang,
was a robust and greedy person
with an evil heart. She nagged her
husband every day and insisted
that he should separate the family
property from his brother.

Shen Er finally relented.
However, Yang’s greediness went
even further. She thought to
herself that if her brother-in-law’s
family died, then the fields would
all belong to her family and this
would be even better!

One day when the brothers
were busy in the field, Yang went
to her mother and plotted with
her to kill her brother-in-law’s
whole family of four by putting
poison in their meal.
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On the night of 23rd in the
fifth lunar month, there was a
thunderstorm with heavy rain
and lightning that hit the house
where Yang lived. Yang’s 4-year-
old son shouted that “thunder is
coming!” Yang, of course, also
heard the loud peals of thunder,
but she did not have any scruples
and was blinded by her evil heart.
She still wanted to carry out her
plan to put poison in the freshly
cooked rice the next day while
her own family would eat the
leftovers from the previous day.

When Yang was about to
lace the food with the poison,
the thunder struck again. Yang’s
mother felt scared and told her
daughter to stop the crime.
However, Yang refused to listen
because of her evil heart. She went
into the room to get the arsenic.

As she was getting the
arsenic, she heard the thunder
and before she stepped out

of the room, she was hit by a
thunderbolt and instantly killed.
Yang’s mother was also hit and
fell to the ground. After she was
lifted up, she could still speak and
told everyone of her daughter’s
evil plot. Everyone came to
understand the cause of Yang’s
death.

The day after, Shen Er
bought a coffin to bury his
wife in the field. That night, the
thunderstorm and lightning
continued to strike. After dawn,
Shen Er found that Yang’s coffin
was broken apart and her body
was exposed. It could be seen
that God could not tolerate
Yang’s, vicious heart. Even after
death, her wicked deeds were still
exposed by God.

Isn't God using real examples
to warn the world?

source link: https://www.
nspirement.com/2021/05/11/evil-
heart-full-of-wicked-deeds.html
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